
Van Buren County Board of Supervisors  

Keosauqua, IA  

January 10, 2022 – 9:01 AM  

 

The Van Buren County Board of Supervisors met on this date in the board of supervisors’ office 

at the courthouse with supervisors Richards, House, and Meek present. Others present at various 

times during the meeting included Bob Waugh, Kris Rankin, Laura Thomas, Rusty Ebert, and 

Lisa Plecker. 

 

Chairman Richards opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the minutes from the January 3, 2022, meeting were 

approved.  Ayes: 3 

Kris Rankin, Coalition Director for the Van Buren County SAFE Coalition, was present to 

update the board on coalition issues and programs. 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the board approved Resolution #1-10-2022A which 

reads as follows: 

RESOLUTION #01-10-2022A 

CONSTRUCTION EVALUATION RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, Iowa Code section 459.304(3) sets out the procedure if a board of supervisors 

wishes to adopt a “construction evaluation resolution” relating to the construction of a 

confinement feeding operation structure; and 

WHEREAS, only counties that have adopted a construction evaluation resolution can submit to 

the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) an adopted recommendation to approve or 

disapprove a construction permit application regarding a proposed confinement feeding 

operation structure; and 

WHEREAS, only counties that have adopted a construction evaluation resolution and submitted 

an adopted recommendation may contest the DNR’s decision regarding a specific application; 

and  

WHEREAS, by adopting a construction evaluation resolution the board of supervisors agrees to 

evaluate every construction permit application for a proposed confinement feeding operation 

structure received by the board of supervisors between February 1, 2022, and January 31, 2023, 

and submit an adopted recommendation regarding that application to the DNR; and  

WHEREAS, the board of supervisors must conduct an evaluation of every construction permit 

application using the master matrix created in Iowa Code section 459.305, but the board’s 

recommendation to the DNR may be based on the final score on the master matrix or may be 

based on reasons other than the final score on the master matrix; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF VAN 

BUREN COUNTY that the Board of Supervisors hereby adopts this construction evaluation 

resolution pursuant to Iowa Code section 459.304(3).   

 

Roll Call Vote: Richards - Aye, House - Aye, Meek - Aye 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 10th day of January 2022. 

 

 

 



It is hereby noted that the 3rd and final reading of Van Buren County Ordinance #2022-1, 

“Ordinance Adopting the Voting Precincts for Van Buren County, Iowa”, was read in its entirety 

by Supervisor Meek.  Oral comments related to the ordinance were presented by Bob Waugh and 

Lisa Plecker, which included: 

• Waugh was present to ask the board to reconsider whether reducing the number of 

voting precincts was being done for the right reasons.  Residents that Waugh had spoken 

with didn’t see an issue with the cost of buying voting equipment for eight precincts and 

they were more concerned that reducing the number of precincts would only serve to 

make it more difficult for people to vote.  Some constituents had told him they were 

unaware that there was a need for precinct workers, so Waugh stated that he would be 

willing to assist the auditor’s office with recruiting additional workers.  Waugh also 

raised the question as to whether hosting a polling location in a church was a good idea. 

• Plecker stated that she was concerned that many people appear to be placing too much 

emphasis on the location of their polling place rather than recognizing the fact that they 

have the right, and privilege, to vote in this country, which is not changing with the 

passing of the ordinance.   

Written comments from William Cline were read by Supervisor Meek, which included: 

• Concern that if the ordinance were passed, the large population of elderly people in the 

county will likely find it harder to reach their voting location and will choose not to 

vote rather than use other options available, like voting by mail.  Notification that the 

city council of Farmington chose not to sign the Agreement for the East voting precinct 

at their December city council meeting because, as the second highest populated town 

in Van Buren County, the council members did not believe that reducing the number of 

precincts was in the best interest of their cities’ citizens.  Cline recommended that the 

board spend Covid relief money to purchase new equipment and stated that city council 

members are willing to help identify additional precinct workers. 

After having heard both the written and oral comments on the proposed ordinance, it was moved 

by Meek, seconded by House, that this 3rd reading of Van Buren County Ordinance #2022-1, be 

acknowledged and approved. Roll Call Vote: Richards – Aye, House – Nay, Meek - Aye 

 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the chairman was authorized to sign the County 

Reprecincting Worksheet which includes the following certification of the population within 

each new precinct:     Ayes: 2 (Richards, Meek), Nays: 1 (House). 

 

Precinct Name & 

Number 

Population of 

Unincorporated 

Portion 

Population of 

Incorporated 

Portion 

Total Population 

1 – Southwest 954 604 1558 

2 – North 1337 639 1976 

3 – Central 818 936 1754 

4 – East 977 938 1915 

County Total 

Population 

 

4086 

 

3117 

 

7203 

 

Discussion was held regarding the Agreements for establishing the four new voting precincts.  In 

December the city councils of the seven incorporated cities had been provided with an 

opportunity to sign their respective agreement.  On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the 



chairman was authorized by the board, on behalf of the unincorporated areas of Van Buren 

County, to sign said Agreements.  Ayes: 2 (Richards, Meek), Nays: 1 (House). 

 

It is hereby noted that the 3rd and final reading of Van Buren County Ordinance #96-2, 

Amendment #1, “An Ordinance Adopting Rules for the Construction and Abandonment of  

Private Water Wells in Van Buren County, Iowa”, was waived on motion by House, seconded by 

Meek.  Ayes: 3.  Having received no written or oral comments from the public on the proposed 

ordinance, it was moved by Meek, seconded by House, that this 3rd reading of Van Buren County 

Ordinance #2022-1, be acknowledged and approved.  Roll Call Vote: Richards – Aye,  

House – Aye, Meek – Aye. 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the board approved Resolution #01-10-2022B which 

reads as follows: 

Resolution #01-10-2022B 

Resolution Providing for the Financial Support of the  

Area 15 Regional Planning Commission 

WHEREAS, Chapters 28E and 473A of the State Code of Iowa, as amended, authorized the 

governing bodies of governmental units to cooperate in the operation of a regional planning 

commission; and 

WHEREAS, by the Articles of Agreement, signed on August 15, 1973, as amended, the Area 15 

Regional Planning Commission did become the authorized planning agency for Service Delivery 

Area 15; and 

WHEREAS, the governing body of Van Buren County is a part of the Area 15 Regional Planning 

Commission and has agreed to contribute $.51 per capita, for a total amount equal to $2,083.86, to 

cover financial operating costs of the Area 15 Regional Planning Commission from July 1, 2022 

through June 30, 2023. 

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Van Buren County, IA has designated: 

    Dale House - Official Representative 

    Alex Richards - Alternate 

to serve on the Area 15 Regional Planning Board of Directors. 

Roll Call Vote: Richards - Aye, House - Aye, Meek - Aye 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 10th day of January 2022. 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the board approved Resolution #01-10-2022C which 

reads as follows: 

Resolution #01-10-2022C 

Resolution of Financial Commitment 

WHEREAS, Van Buren County, Iowa is a participating jurisdiction in the AHEAD Regional 

Housing Trust Fund (RHTF); and 

WHEREAS, the Van Buren County Board of Supervisors supports the programs and services of 

the AHEAD RHTF. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, to support the on-going efforts of the AHEAD 

RHTF Van Buren County, Iowa has fully committed a base contribution of $ 1,441.00 plus an  

additional $0 as local match to the AHEAD RHTF upon its FY2023 funding by the State 

Housing Trust Fund/Iowa Finance Authority. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Richards - Aye, House - Aye, Meek - Aye 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 10th day of January 2022. 

 



On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the board approved Resolution #01-10-2022D which 

reads as follows: 

Resolution #01-10-2022D 

Resolution Providing for the Financial Support of the  

Regional Planning Affiliation (RPA15) 

WHEREAS, the state of Iowa has designated the counties of Jefferson, Keokuk, Mahaska, Van 

Buren, Wapello along with the cities of Fairfield, Oskaloosa, and Ottumwa as the Regional 

Planning Affiliation for Region 15 (RPA 15); and 

WHEREAS, RPA 15 Articles of Agreement, signed on December 22, 1994, and amended on 

January 23, 2014, designate the Area 15 Regional Planning Commission (Area 15 RPC) as the 

Regional Planning Affiliation for Region 15; and 

WHEREAS, the Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) requires each RPA to provide 

transportation planning to member jurisdictions prior to receiving Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funding from the Iowa 

Department of Transportation; and  

WHEREAS, RPA 15 expects to receive and program an estimated $2,351,000 in federal 

highway transportation grant funds for FY23 to be used for road improvements in RPA 15, of 

which Van Buren County’s estimated share is $261,089; and 

WHEREAS, the IDOT requires Area 15 RPC to provide twenty percent (20%) local match 

toward the annual IDOT planning grant; and the FY23 local match requirement is an estimated 

$18,163 and shall be proportionally shared by the member jurisdictions, and 

WHEREAS, the governing body of Van Buren County is a member of RPA 15 and whose 

apportioned share of FY23 local match equals $2,017.00. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Van Buren County has agreed to contribute 

$2,017.00 to the Area 15 Regional Planning Commission to serve as FY23 local match. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Richards - Aye, House - Aye, Meek - Aye 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 10th day of January 2022. 

 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the board approved three requests for rural tax 

abatement: one for Des Moines Township, one for Union Township, and one for Van Buren 

Township.  Ayes: 3 

 

Discussion was held regarding the Van Buren County Revitalization Plan.  On motion by House, 

seconded by Meek, the discussion was tabled for a future board meeting.  Ayes: 3 

 

County deputy auditor Laura Thomas was present for discussion regarding a request from 

Margaret Wilson and Connie Wells for the county to vacate portions of several streets and alleys 

found in the platted unincorporated town of Winchester including: Main Street, South Street, 

East Street, the alley running through Block 7 of Winchester, and the alley running through 

Block 1 of Goodalls Addition to Winchester.  Following the discussion, it was moved by Meek, 

seconded by House, that a public hearing date for the street and alley vacation be set for 9:05 

AM on Monday, February 14, 2022.  Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the following claims/reports were approved:  Claims - 

#5131-5209 (Secondary Roads - #28226-28256).  Oaths of Office: Deputy Treasurer-Motor 

Vehicle Division (Kerr) and Driver’s License Clerk (M. Hannam); Report of Fees: Auditor-2nd 

Quarter FY2022, Recorder – 1st and 2nd Quarters FY2022, and Sheriff – 2nd Quarter FY2022.  

Ayes: 3 



Board members reported on various committee meetings including Decat. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:26 AM. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Alex Richards, Chair 

 

             

       Attest:   Lisa Plecker, County Auditor 

 

________________________________   

Van Buren County Board of Supervisors 


